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Alabama tornado – Affected Confederate war effort- 

TORNADO-  Prattville, Ala., was visited by an unusual storm on Wednesday last.   The Citizen of the 10th 

says:  “A most terrific tornado passed through this place last evening, destroying houses, fences, 

chimneys, tearing up trees, and doing much other damage.  Mr. James M. Smith’s house was literally 

torn to pieces, and it is a wonder that he and his whole family were not killed.  Mr. Gardner’s house, just 

opposite, is also a complete wreck, the house, a two story one, being moved some twenty feet from its 

foundation.  The academy is also badly injured, and many other houses in various portions of the town 

were blown down or greatly damaged.  The tornado was not more than one hundred and fifty yards in 

width, and came from a southwest course.  The damage and loss occasioned by it is at least fifty 

thousand dollars.  We have not heard of any loss of life,  although several persons made a very narrow 

escape.  


